I believe that my life has been encircled with business ever since I was born. Coming from a family where everyone owns a business or has studied it further, the subject has grown upon me immensely. It’s evident that I too, would also like to be a business person and to study it further. It’s a subject which I find thoroughly fascinating and I’m incredibly enthusiastic when it comes to having any involvement in business or ICT whether it’s a project or class discussion.

Currently I am studying a Diploma in Business Studies and an OCR National in ICT (both are Level 3). I have realised that Business and ICT at an A-level stage doesn’t go deeply into the aspects of these subjects compared to the education at a degree level. This became apparent to me by speaking to  relatives who are at university, and by reading my dads business magazines in my spare time. Ultimately, this is the reason why I would like to study a degree in the business and IT field.

Having said that, I believe the knowledge and skills of I've gained from these subjects at A-level will support me immensely during my time at university. By studying vocational subjects, I've acquired: time keeping skills; by successfully sticking to deadlines over a period of time, rather than wait until the night before the deadline.

At the age of 14, I started my own business supplying clients with web and graphic design solutions. Being an imaginative kid, I wondered how websites, billboards and packaging products looked so good from a young age. I knew that by using Microsoft Publisher or Paint, it wasn’t possible to create such striking images. I remember Googling searches like, 'poster tutorial', 'create your own magazine', etc. I then came across Adobe Photoshop and taught myself how to use it.

Initially I found it challenging: learning about new programmes, codes, keeping up with homework, revision, and then to have the burden of tight deadlines by demanding clients who were trusting me with large sums of deposits. Throughout this process, I've gained: marketing skills by promoting my business, communication skills by working with all types of clients, and the ability to work under pressure by keeping myself well organised.

Another thing which I am dedicated and passionate about is charity work. My faith teaches me to help others, and within the past few years, I have spent a lot of my time voluntarily working for Macmillan, Islamic Relief  and UK Islamic Mission. I have gained a vast amount of skills as my duties vary for each charity.

In UK-I-M, I have two roles - a mentor and a youth leader. I control two trainees whom I am training to be future youth leaders. With the rest of the team, I help raise money for the less fortunate, but we  also have weekly classes where we educate children from 6-15 about Islam and we even help them with their school work. In my spare time: I prepare presentations, communicate with students and their parents, organise trips, and community functions to attract more students and raise more money. I believe that the younger generation should do what me and my team are doing now, hence I invest a lot of my time and money in them.

With students from my school, last year I was involved in Young Enterprise where our business was short listed under the West Midlands category. I was elected as the IT Director as my colleagues believed I was the perfect and most knowledgeable for this role. This project allowed me to show off my IT skills as I created the corporate image, business publications and taught the team to be more efficient by using IT. Throughout this process the most important thing I learnt is how to be independent, but a good team player at the same time.

I believe that a degree in the Business and ICT field would aid me to achieving my dream – to set up my own business in the IT sector. I understand that by gaining a degree, I will learn more about business management and business solutions. I know that my passion and enthusiasm for these subjects will allow me to excel at degree level. I am incredibly eager to start university and to expand my knowledge as well as meeting different types of people.

